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OUR STATESMEN IN VACATION. epen e i here and 1p- pamersl [HE, PRESIDENT, THE PANIC, . HR |

The President, Cabinet and Leading Congressaien Will Devote the
Summer and Fall to Close Study of the Grcat Public Questions
They Have to Deal With.

—_———

Many persons believe that the lead-, took prompt measures to relieve the
ers of the Government spend much of | money stringency that prevailed, and
their time in idle frivoling during the|ecan be deponded upon to handle other
recesses of (ongress, This is far from ! problems as quickiy and decisively when

the trith, at lesst so far as it relates| they contront him,
to the Tecess which besan with the ex-. Mr. Cortelyou =pends a portion of
piration of the 5%th Congress on Marcn! each Summer on the Long Island shore,
4. To meet of them the coming eizhifand it s probable that he will take a
Oor nine anonths of cesation from enacs-'rest of a month or more al some resort
ment of legiclation will be spenl in in-jon the north or south side of the !"‘i:‘l:l!d,|
vestigations which will resalt in recom-| His legal is Hemp 1.-:;11,'l
mer : to Conesre=ec by the Presi-ibuat h speind his vaon-
dent is Cabinet, i, in the ca=e|tions . lyou's rest period |
of me of the Se and Hi .t il ahly come latein the Summer,
in in on which v endble them | hecauszs ¢f the new work in the Treas-
to act intelliger On measnres coming ju LA .
befrre those bo f. | . af thal
These investi ons willi lead menib st nini my thi
high in the ( rRment  Service far|r s, He w v % thun
it of Government, The]any other memiber of the Cabinet, in

away from the ses

BECRETARY ROOT.

TRESIDENT ROOSEVELT.
SECRETARY WILSON.

SECRETARY TAFT.

I
order to gel firsi-hand information |
Ttico: of others Hawail and Alaska, anl]about our dependceneies, of which hoj
of one a1t least, the Philippines. Up-| has charge as head of the War De-
wards of 75 members of the House nn-‘ti portment. Some time this Spring he
one Senator (Curtig, of Kansas) are npow | wiil visit Pamama to make an inspec-
on theiy wavy home from a three “‘o-rkﬁ'l tion of the work on thg canal, which
trip 1o the Panama (Canal, Later some| has jus been pleced In charge of Army

obiective of some js Panamz and Porto

of these¢ ~ame men will make a trip ta| € ere.  Duning the Saummer he will
Yiawnll, on the invHation of the ieland|make inspectlon trips to maay of the
Govert 1. 10 ook inty the needs of | Army posts, and in the Fall will go to
the islpnds ¢= 10 fort.ilcations and har-|the Pallipbines, where he once served
bor Lnprovoments, as Govirnor-Geaeral.  Whiie Keeplng
in ¢! tanch «ith Philiapine affairs
The FPresxident’s PPlans, by mz’]l and cable, Mr, Taft likes to get
Presldent Roosevelt will take two] ° -’
trips fraom \Washington and O T Bay

He has pinnned L

during 1he rec

vi-it Inél Iad.. ansd Lan:ine,
* n. and 21. He will star.
fr = an on Alay 29, nand i

Vel -
1 here dliy sm the Michigan

LT Pofd £
Capital. It is eapecicd thot in the
epeeches that he will make in these
two citice he will outline his policles nnl

further rallroad-rate legi=latlon, gnd on
one other subject of pressing Impor-
tance which he believes the public
should know about,

In October President Roosevelt will
g0 lo Canton, O, te atiend the unvail-
ing of the stutue to the lste President
McKiniey

With the exception of thess
trips the President will follow
Bumme: program, He  wiil
remain in Washington until
part of June, when he will go
With him will g0 2 partton of the

wo short
% u=pal
probably
latter
ta Oveter

Tthe

Eay,

Executive staff of the White Hous=e, ua-

der Secretery Loebh, and for the time

being the Capital of the Nation will be

&t the Prosident’s Long Island home
fowr

at Oyster Bay the President

full agpporiunity to indulge

in the outdoor life he lovex zo

devote some part of eitch|

utive ness, anid will gee

bus

imp

irtant |
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otection and quiet

1 the PPre =nt! will be ghl.-|
in xi h o« § time o 8°roousd
gt T f Yhile there|

] pamendations )

n h -.|,||:|!!
Rallroad leg- |

fortuncHd, nhoritance|
nd further legizintion
uilnlent pequi-

Iatds will be among the!
adl, and the messi e |
wtable state paper, l
olt's present plan is)

' =hineton In October, l|¢-|
i re before his trip to Can-
ton, Lyl the prolability ls that he will
remalin at Ovster Pay untll the date of
the Jourmey to the Ohld ;

The Secrciaries, e ATOR FRYE,

Becretary Roomt s planning to spend SENATOIR ALLISON.
part of thée Summer ut his country
home at iton, N, Y He wil remain| cloge to the =oon’s whnes work he s
in Washington until late in June or! directing, tnd it i3 for that reason that
early in July, when he and his family| he is going {0 make the long wrip (o the |
will migrate, returning probahly --ariy|:n|-m- st Jund bLelonging o the United
in October. States, He belleves that he can 8el a

Secretary Cortelvon. having so re-l bettey understanding of conditivas a3

centiy assumed the office of Secretaryvi personal inspection, and prvs. . s i
of the Treasury, Wil be about as busyito the Phltippines himselfl, racaer Glan
as any other member ol the Cabinet | send an agent or have some of . i
It i= alr. Cartelyou’s hablt to understand | afficiads of the islands come oy N, A
evervthing connected with the Depart-| Wastibngt on, On the way bacw el
iyt hee byeide and he proposes to learn | Taftt witl vislt Alaska,  he has e

ail about the Treasury Department, and | Sccrcticry "Taft hopes to sandwica .
W know it from top to hotitom. Mr. | 1we or three short rest periods duiing
Cortetvon hadn’t heen in the Treasur: }!h.- heated rerm, but at that he will e
s weeks bhefore he was up arainel olos bocy ag 4 man can well be and not
Problem in the Wall Street panic. Helbreak down,

#

Then he will go to his Summer home,
Belia Vista, In Long Grecen Valley, at
Lenox, Mass. Mr. Bonaparte has been
spending his Summers at Lenox for a
number of years, and there will be able
to work on the legal problems present-
ed to him in abzolute qulet, besides gel-
ting a much-necded rest.
Postmaster-General George von L.
Meyer doesn't sec anv vacation In sight,
“1 propose to get right down to work,
and to stay at work, mastering the de-
tails of thls vast Department,” was the
announcement Mr. Mever made when
he assumed charge of the Post-Office
Depariment. “And I hope to ecarry on
this business on the same high plane as
my predecessor.” It s probable, how-
ever, that Mr. Mever will find time to
get g hreath of fresh alr some time dur-
ing the Summer, but he doesn’t expect
to make his absence of long duration.
Socretary Metcalf, of the Navy De-
partment, “hasn’t any particular plan
mapped out Yor the Congressional re-
con Ifis Departmont, however, has
In vtivn  over 1the naval =tation at)
CGunntanamo. Cuba, and In arder to In-|
fogm himeelf on conditionz there, and
in order tn give some of the mambers
of the House and Senale Commillees
Maval Affiirs a chamve to Jdo like-
. he has taken n party to the West
es on an ingpection trip. Mr. Alet-
will have much to do in conneelion
with the naval display at the James-

¥,

tiy Lepos=itiom, and he mny go to
[ i ] rome State, this Sum-
i ar ne may content himself with a
[ ame dedivable place ut-ﬂr|
.

§ iry Garficld, the youngoest Cab-|
Inct offi er, 12 another member of |hl'-i
T i 2 has

a ollicinl fanly whn
F1d down te hard wark, siud who
! it. Since|

Ll

will kesp  ovorlastingly at

Murch 4, when Me succecided Mr, Hitch-
ek gt the bead of the Tid T Ti‘“-[
pariment, he boen devaling him-|
off unvemitt HE L his du-
Livs, an e a gooul jlea of|

s are maorith or two, Be-

v are in n
went into the Cabinet Mr, Gar-
: consulted almost daily by the
nt in mautlters relating to the dis-

Y3 of the public lands, and he §s
th fore pretty well adviscd on this
particular pheze of Departm-nt admin-
istration. But there are Indian, patent|
and pensgion guestionz convtantly e 'TI"I'EN:-.'I
amn, and It takes time to master the de-
talle of these branches of the Depart-
ment administration

Mr. Garfield’s hordest work this S:lm-l

mer wiil be @ personal inspection of |
public lands, forests, ¢te. He intends to|
devote the months of June, July :lnrlf
August to a trip which will cover that;
part of the country in which there arg|
any public lands.  He wlill also go thru
the forest reserves, and will inspect
Indian azgencles. When he returns to
Wiashington the Secretary of the In-
terjior propeses to put In more time ar-
ranging and tabulating and digesting
the information he obtains, sno that by
by the end of the present Congressional
reces= he will know as much about the
detailz of the work of his Department,
bath practical and theoretical, as any
one man can,

The Paure-Feood Law.

“I'm going to spend my time enfore-
Ing the pure-food law,” is the way
Secretary James Wllson, of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, sums up his vaca-
tion plans. *“Inspection trips? 1 sup-
paose I'll take a few, but they will mean
work and not pleasure, There's enough
work In sight in connection with the
administration of this law to kcep me
busy for months, pnd I intend to clear
up 4!l the questions I ean before 1 lep
ups.

Ozcar H. Straus, Secretary of the De-
partment of Commerce and Labor,
hasn't been able to form any definite
plans for a vacation. In the closing
days of the sersion Congress passed the
Immigration law. which will have to be
interpreted. He {8 busy at that now,
and expects that he will be pretty well
occupled with the wvarious questions
arising under ': for some time, Mr,

AND THE RAILROADS.

The Wall Street Storm Brings Fresh Complications—People’s|

Confidence ih Railread Stocks Shaken—Federal and State Con-
trol—More’ Legislation Needed—The President Conferring With
Everybody, and Will Take the Matter With Him to Oyster

Bay.

The house has been on fire In recent
days. President Roosevelt has been oc-
cupied with an extinguisher., He has
had his Cablinet helplng him, especially
George Bruce Cortelyou, Secretary of
the Treasury, The times were the most

strenuous in many fleeting months.
There was danger of serious conse-
quences,

Things have calmed down a little,
Wall Street, after passing thru a terri-
ble paniec, is steadler. The President
has opportunity te contemplate the
scene.  More than ever the rallroad
problem Jlooms before him, It grows
bigger and bigger and bigger., The rall-
road-rate law 18 now, to his mind, plain-
Iy inadequate. He wants more low,
wants It next session from Congress;
unless powerful friends ecan dissuade
him he will fight for it, a8 he fought for
the rate law,

There has been ne such mixed situa-
tion for a long period., It seems to
presage trouble politically and indus-

trinlly, The blg rallroad managers are
thoroughly frighiened at the torn of
effairs. They have been appealing to
Washington for assistonce, altho un-|

| able to deseribe just how the President

conld help them. They wanted assur-
ance from him that the baiting of cor-
porations- by the Administration would
cegse, but more than that, they really
wanted a promise from the President
that he would henceforth be more con-
servative. This, the rallroad managers
and owners think, would Inspire soame
confldence in the investing publle. The
common people, men and women posg-
sesging a few thousands or a few tens
of thousands of dollars, own a large
share of the raflroads in America. They
buy the rallroad bonds and the rail-
road stocks In the long run, The so-
called magnates, with &ll thelr millions,
own comparatively a small part of these
impotant securitles,

FProple's Confidenre Shaken.

But the confidence of this investing
public has heen shaken. They have be-
come afraid to buy. Ience it has be-
come wall-nlgh Impossible to ralse
money for raflroad construction, And
to continue the presant prosperity the
railroads must continue to enlarge thelr
facilities, to bulld new lines, tc make
Improvements for  Kandling traffic
cheaper., The new Yentures ére very
important to the ralir-ads, as well as
to the many thousands of men to whom
these new ventures mean Pprosperous
employment. But the ratlroads have
been finding themselves nnable to ralse
the extra money, and so construction
work has been ceasing.

There has been another dlsquieting
feature for the rallroads. This has
been the agitation in the Blates. Leg.
{slatures have been progressive this
Winter against rallroads. The spirit of
the National Adminisiration in Wash-
Ington has pervaded these minor legis-
lative bodles, They have been driving
for two-cent-a-mile tariffs and passing
other restrictlve laws. The rallroad
owners have been ecrylng out against
these activities of the State Legislatures
as much as they ever cried out against
the Government's rate law. Some have
claimed that It threatened ruln to rall-
road property.

And for this President Roosevelt has
been blamed, altho, strange to say, the
raliroads, in view of these activities in
the States, are anxlous for the Govern-
ment to broaden its control over raill-
roads, and the President is very willing
to accommodate them, But It Is un-
llkely that the very States who have
beep following the President in glving
t¥r raflroads some exceedingly atiff
doses will sanction the effort to strip
them of power. They apparently enjoy
the privilege of giving the raliroad ofi-
cials a little medicine  occaslonally.

Federal Licenses 1o Be Required.

b :

VICE-PRESIDENT FAIRBANKE,
SPEAKER CANNON.

Strans has inspected one of the great
immigration sigtions at New York, and
would Hke to visit othier ports, notably
San Francsca, but probably he won't
be able 1o go West this Summer. The
1Hluauulunnl inspection gervice Is one bu-

{reau of his Department in which he
' has taken the livellest interest, and
ifter mature consideration there has

been quite a shuking up of dry bones.
Inspectors have been transferred from
ane port to another, and a strict com-
pliance with the regulations governing
excursion traflic by boat has been or-
dered. Mr. Straus intends to safeguard

(Coniinucd on page 3.)

The struggle Ils coming, however, for
the Presldent has announced within a
few days that he Is determined to hava
a law from the next Congress requiring
rallroads to operate under Federal Ili-
cenges. There is undoubtedly constitu-
tional authority for such a law. It could
be enacted as an Interstate Commerce
power or as a power to establish post-
roads, Practically every rallrond In the
United States |s a postroad. If Fed-
erdl franchises are granted the Govern-
ment's business with rallroads, already
of enormous volume, would be tremen-
'dnusfy incrensed,

The rallronds might welcome that
change, because they would have but
one central power to deal with. That
would be In Washington. Congress
might be far away for most of the rail-
road magnates, but they ean get to
Washington more easlly and at less sac-
rifice than tho aggrieved shipper or oth-
ar citizen with & compilaint, As a rule,
altho It may not be altogether true at
the present time, when public sentlment
is much Inflamed and when there In an
aggressive Presldent ,In the White
House, it 18 easier for corporations to
Influence Congress than to Influence a
dozen Leglslatures In as many different
Btate Capltals, -

Thus It eeems that the larger rallroad
systems and the Presldont may be work-
ing In accord when he I8 ready to put
his plans for IPederal franchlses before
Congress the coming Winter, It will be
Intaresting to note how stout the oppo-
sition to this 1s. Willlam Jennings
Bryan, whose railroad reform views the
Presidont 18 accused of having appro-
priated, Is ealready out in opposition to
the plan of crushing the State Legisla-
tures. He eays it would be a step
favorible to the raliroads. The South,
of course, 1s strong for State rights, but
thers 18 a powerful State rights sentl-
ment in the North, altho it s not often
aroused. There are Influentlal Repub.
licans who are very apprehensive of the
new propaganda, and are hoping that
it may be sidetracked betwesn now and
next December. Blg newspapers are
saying that the present law must first
be thoroughly tested; that there is no
occaslon for further paliroad legisiation
for sgome time, They decry the Federal
{ franchise plen and allke the Federal
|appralsement of raliroads, which the
| President wants,

The Fresideat and ihe Magnates.

Out of this condition of affairs the
President and Secretaty Cortelyou have
had a decldedly strenuous week. The

trouble seemed to grow with the com-
ing of rallroand and financlal magnates
to Washington. The visit of B, H, Har-
riman, the railroad_colossus, was dur-
ing the iast week of the session of Con-
gress. He saw the President, but not
to discuss raflroad topics, and hastened
away to New York, after having given
his young son Roland ard other mem-
bers of his ramily a pleasant vacation
here. It was arranged that Mr. Harri-
man should come pver and have a ralls
road talk with the President, but he
gavs now he ls not coming.

The spurt in rallroad discusslon be-
gan earnestly with the visit of J. Pler-
pont Morgan, Some davs ago Secrelary
of War Taflt was over in New York at-
tending g meeting of the Ship Prison
Martyrs® Assoclation. He was asked by
Mr. Morgan whether the President
would see him (Morgan) about the
railroad situation, The Secretary re-
plied that he could ascertain directly.
He put in o long-distance telephone call,
was in conversation with the Presldent
at the White House in a few moments,
and forthwith was able to tell Mr. Mor-
gun that the President would gee him
at the White House Monday evening,
March 11.

Accordingly Mr. Morgan went down
to Washington In his private car, had a
two hours’ Interview with the President,
and, departing, told, in a formal state-
ment, how he had come to Washington
“at the request of many business men,”
and how he had suggested to the Presi-
dent *“that it would be greatly to the
public interest If he would see Mr. Mc-
Crea, Mr. Newman, Mr. Mellen and Mr.
Hughitt and confer with them as to
what steps might be taken to allay the
publlic anxiety now threatening to ob-
struct raliroad investments and con-
struction so much needed, and especial-
ly to allay the public anxlety as to the
relations between the raflroads and the
Government.,”

This naturally put Washington and
the country on the qul vive. The men
Mr., Morgan mentloned are powerful
men in the rallroad world, belng the
Presidentg respectively of the Pennsyl-
vanls the New York Central, the New
York, New Haven & Hartford and the
Chicago & Northwestern Roads, All
are also leutenants of Mr. Morgan, and
train with his financial crowd rather
than with the Standurd Oil and Harrl-
man group.

The White Houne Verinlonm.

Mr. Morgan a day or twe after he
was In Washington sailed for Hurope.
He gave the only official account that
reached the public of his visit to the
White House, Thru the President's
friends, however, a version of their in-
terview leaked out. It was to the ef-
fect that Mr. Morgan's talk was dull
and tiresome, and that the President
has not fully ascertained yet what point
Mr. Morgan was trying to make. The
financler was In humble spirit, but
rambled on and on, without making it
plaln just what he and his friends
would like the President to do.

For some time the President was si-
lent on the subject, but after 48 hours
he did discuss the rallroad tople ‘with
some volubliity, He made it plain that
he had not departed from his original
position In the slightest. He has some
sympathy with the outcry of the big
rallroad systems agalnst aggressive and
oppressive legiglation by the States. He
thinks the Federal Government should
have absolute control of rates. A case
involving that point {= now before the
Bupreme Court of the United States.
The President hopes that the declsion
will be favorable to his contention, He
has guthered all the legal precedents
and citations on the question and in-
formed himself very fully pro and con.

In the midst of the arrangements for
the raliroad Presidents to come down
to Washington a panic started on the
New York Stock Exchange, and this
panic has given the President a very
bad scare. Stocks began to tumble
Wednesday, while the newspapers wers
filled with dlspatcheg about the plans
of the rallroad Presidents. It was one
of the worst days for stocks in many
vears, but was followed by a worse day,
Thursday, which will be remembered
quite as long In Washington as in New
York. For the market had gone to
such a depth that extensive fallures
were feared, which might precipitate a
general panic,

The Govermment Extends Help.

The Presldent and hls new Secretary
of the Treasury, George B, Cortelyou,

kept an ear to the New York long-dis-|
tence telephone much of that day. Prac-|

tically the Government's entire re-
sources, avallable for rellef, were turned
over to New York. Before the day was
gone Secretary Cortelyou announced
three specific méthods of relief. One
was to permit about $18,000,060 of clir-
culation, which had been ordered re-
tired, to remain in use; another was
the Immediate purchasze of $24,000,000
of Government fours, Interest to be
reckoned up to July 1, and the third
expedient was to deposit customs re-
celpts in Nationnl banks.

All this constituted a very tmportant
day's work., After it had Ween done,
following numerous conferences at the

White House, Mr. Cortelyou, deeply per-|

turbed, but outwardly calm, rested on
his oars, He hoped that the erisis had
been phiesed, and that he had weathered
the first serlous gale as the Govern-
ment’s leading financial officer.

The relief proved effective, The mar-
ket steadied, but the experlence has left
Washington fluttering with excltement.
The President believes that the panie
wis started in the hope of giving him a
good lesson, 1If he saw values crashing
and the country on the verge of a panic
perhaps he would curtall his anti-cor-
poration actlvity. But whatever the
original 1dea may have been, the hears
found as they attacked the markest that
prices yieided more readily. than they
had ever dreamed would happen, and a
panic was on that none of the money
kings could control. As far as Wall
Street itself was concerned the Presi-
dent did not care a fig. The manuvers
of the money kings did not concern
him. But he was alarmed lest there
come a real panic affecting the business
Interests of the country at iarge, and
because of that alarm he passed several
anxious days,

An unfounded story has been In eir-
culiation that there was a pact between
the President and J. Plerpont Morgan
to undo E. H, Harriman, for whom the
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Unscared by the Wall-Street Bugaboo.

Presldent has no affection whatever. It
has been clalmed the President told
Morgan that Harrlman would have to
Ret out of business, and that if Morgan
would send his lieutenaniz into the
street jn an effort to break Harriman
the Presldent would stand behind them
with the resources of the United States
Treasury and prevent a panle, The
statement has no element of truth as
far as the President or Secretary Cor-
telyou are concerned,

The Magnaies Declde Not to Come.

The smoke of the Wall Street conflict
had hardly lifted before the four rall-
road Presidents named by Mr. Morgan
had gathered together in a secret New
York place and conferred abjut coming
to Washington. Budshels of twaddle
about thefr mission hoere weres written
In the newspapers, all of which, of
coursa, Indicated the popular Interest in
the matter. It turned out that they
were loath to come, and flnally they de-
clded not to come for the present. That
was because they did not feel like com-
ing here and making representations, as
they dld not think they were authorized
to represent anybody, Much was sald
about thelr expecting an Invitation from
the President, but the President never
had any idea of inviting them, had
agreed only to recelve them If they
came over to Washington, and did not
wish to be put In the attitude of asking
them here. It was nolsed about that If
they came they would probably hear
some very plain talk from the Presi-
dent. He had not changed his views,
and would probably improve the oppor-
:unlty to give the magnates a soungd lec-
ure.

For the President |s very proud to
have the rallroads at hils feet pleading
for mercy. He recalls with Intense sat-
Isfaction the general attitude of hos-
tiity they assumed more than a vear
ago when he was leading his movement
for rallroad-rate regulation, Possibly
the President would not approve of the
word “gloating’” in this connection, but
he certainly feels like reflacting upon
past railrcad events and drawing com-
parisons.

He has sald recently that he may
eventually give out a statement of his
own position with reference to the de-
velopmenta which demonstrate to his
mind the necessity for more law. He
prepared a lelter Jan. 24 last to the
Interstate Commerce Commission, set-
ting forth the evils of overcaplitalization,
and dwelling upon the necessity for
Federal franchises and Federal ap-
pralsament. The President was dis-
suaded then from sending the letter to
the (‘ommission. Lately he has resur-
rected it, and within a few days has
read it to a few of his most Intimate
friends. He wanted to read it to the
raliroad Presidents if they had come
to Washington. Because of the unset-
tled business conditions the President
has been urged not tu let this letter of
Jan. 24 reach the public. His advisers
tell him that he can not say too little
Just now about Federal anoralsement
and Federal franchises. They point out
to him that altho the dangers of a panle
have been averted temporarily, public
conflilence has been shaken in finanelal
conditlons, and that the erash in Wall
Street last week will be felt for many
weeks to come,

The President is embarking on n gen.
eral plan for sounding the sentiment of
the country albout railroad questions.
Mr. Mellen, of the New Haven, Is com-
Ing here this week for a conference,
Some think this Independent entirely of
Mr. Morgan's proposition, but it is satd
that Mr. Mellen's visit may be only a
forerunner of a visit by other raflroad
Presldents,

No Conference of Govermors.

Mr. Mellen was not Invited to Wash-
fngton, but the President has begun to
invite here persons with whom he
wishes to talk on raliroad matters. He
Intends to find out what the sentiment
iz in the States regarding Federa] fran-4
chises and to learn the attitude of Leg-
i{slatures about surrendering their pow-
er to regulate rates and otherwise de-
clare what rallroads can or cannot do
within State boundarles,

The President |8 not golng to call a
conference of Governors In his quest for
this information, but he proposes to
talk with several Governors, as well as
with other representaiive cltlzens of
various States. He has already Invited
Gov. Deneen, of Illinols, here. They
had a talk Saturday which was shroud-
ed In great secrecy, but which 1s report-
ed to have been quite as much about
plans for booming Secretary Taft for
the Presidency as It was about railroad
matters. The Presldent has stated also
that he expects to call Gov. Hughes, of

talk with him about railroad conditic
in the Empire State. There Is a susp
clon that he will also talk with the Gows
ernor about the prospects of securin
the big delegation from New York ¢
the next National Convention for hig
friend, Secretary Taft,

The President is going to press hig
raflroad propaganda all the time be=
tween now and the convening of Con«
gress in December. He is well awars
that this is to be the last great appeal
he, as President, will make to the peo-
ple. The 60th Congress will pass ng
important general leglslation &t the
short. session of 1908-1909. Its blg wo
must be done at the long session, pra
ceding the Presidential election.

80, as the situation clears a it

he may put out his views boldly
disturbing business, watch for the Pres~
Ident's declarations. The magnates
persuade him to bottle up his letter
the Interstate Commerce Commission
for awhile, as they succeeded in doing

last Winter, and as they have
just succeeded In doing a second
time. But the President i= going

to dellver several public addresses
by and by. He Is scheduled to spealy
once and perhaps twice at the Jamess
town Exposition in May. Look out fi

& discourse there on the Interference

States with Federal regulation of rall-
roads. The President s also to make
& brief trip to the Middle West thia
Summer, te Michigan and Indlana. Hé
is to make a couple of addresses themn.
And he will not fail to put out some
feclers on his raliroad plans, t

Rsaillroad Talks With Everyome, M

Meanwhile he will discuss the ralle
road toplecs with every caller from
whom he thinks he can gain informae
tion. He sald recently that he wanted
all the Information about ralircads and
thelr methods of operation that he
could possibly get. And after he leaves
Washington he will continue hls rafle
road talks at Oyvster Bay. He proposeg
to keep full of the subject and to cull
out ideas from what he hears between
now and next Autumn when he writeg
his message to the next Congress, Hig
campaign for the education of the pop=
ular mind will also be continuad.
soon as he thinks he can safely do sd
the President will put out some mee
terfal which will set the newspaper ed-
itors toe writing leaders, The President
has great falth In the newspapers as &
medium for bringing about discussion
of proposed legislation.

This was virtually the plan he fole
lowed In his campaign for rallroad-rate
legislation. It was very successful then,
and the President beligves it will be
very successful sgain. He {s entirely
confident of winning, He does not see
where either the raflroads or the con-
servative wing of his party can defeat
his plans. He expects there will be re-
sistance, but not suececessful opposition.
Hils rellance is upon the people who
have backed him enthusiastically on
every legislative venture he has made
since entering the White House,

The older Senators, who are staving
in Washington till after the bleak
March days, frown upon the program,
They do not want the President to press
it, They say the rate law should first
be thoroly tested, that there should be
two or three years of trial, that possts
bly time should be given for the bring-
Ing of a suit to ascertain whether the
rate law I3 constitutlonal, before more
of a legislutive structure Is reared upon
it.

But this Senatorial attltude Is not
particularly significant, 1t s the attls
tude of Republican Senators who usuals
ly frown upon the President's plans,
The House will probably be subservient
to the President, and once the House
passes the bill the President wants he
will enter upon his campaign to subdue
the Senate.

The People With Him.

Of course, there are several possible
obstacles. The President must have
the people with him In his new came
palgn, Unless he does Congressmen
will pay but little attention to his de-
mands. Then he must be able to as-
sure Congress that he is not stirring up
an agitation which will injure the
In the Presidential election of 19508,
Congress s generally very timid about
voting Important legislation just before
a Presidentlal campaign. The cry of
the leaders In Congress at these ante-
electlon sessions s to do as little as
poasible and stand on the record. Al-
ready there is a large contingent of Re-
publicans who think it will be safe ta
stand on the record. They think they
can elect almost any nominee if th
simply “point with pride” and avel
injecting new contentiong Into the Pres=

r

New York, in conference befcre long to
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idential struggle.
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